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Critical Obfervations. 



i. 

Aft Idea of the Reign. of Mary $>ueen of Scats, as a 
Portion of Hiftory ; Specimens of the Hiftories of tbh 
Princefs by Dr. Stuart and Dr. Robertfon ; % and a 
eomparative View of the Merits of theft Rival Hifto- 
fians. 

HISTORICAL cbmpofition hath been 
cultivated of late years with much 
celebrity and fuccefs. The gayer ftudies 
now give place to the grave ; and the re* 
gions of fi&ion are deferted for the field of 
truth. Great and important objedts are pre- 
fented to public view : the commonwealth 
of letters is conne&ed with the ftate; and 
Hiftory gives her inftru&ions to kings and 
the people. 

A z Such 
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4 OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING 

Such refearches are always ufeful and en- 
tertaining ; but there is an obvious line of 
distinction that marks the boundaries be- 
tween laudable curiofity and ufeful ftudy,and 
which feparates the provinces of the antiquary 
and the hiftorian* The annals of barbarous 
tribes j their unfettled and undefined form 
of government ; their unprepared incurfions, 
undecifive battles, and a courfe of chainlefs 
events that hang merely on the fword ; may 
gratify a learned curiofity, but give not that 
juft pleafure and fy ftematic inftruftion which 
we derive from the pages of hiftory. 

Among the fubje&s of hiftorical narration, 
fome occupy a more important place than 
others. When nations pafs from one form 
of government to another, and a different 
political fyftem is eftablifhed/the new fitu- 
ation will produce new interefts among the 
neighbouring ftates, from which will refult 
new maxims of policy, new manners, cuf- 
toms, and laws. After caufes have fpent 
their force, and the feries of cffe&s derived 
from them is over, our concern is impaired : 
how much foever the events that follow are 
connedfced with thofe that precede, the whole 
Connection diminifhes to the fight, as the 
length and diftance of the chain removes it 
from the eye. 

But 



Digitized by 



Google 



hUME, Stuart, and Robertson. 5 

But, wheh a fyftem of Caufes that (till 
operate, and of effe&s that ftill fubfift* is 
fet before us 5 when we trace the conne&ion 
between the prefent and the paft, and mark 
the openings of a fcene in which we our- 
felyes bear a part, a period of greater intereft 
appears, and historical ftudies come home 
to mankind* Down to that era we ought 
to read hiftory as fcholars 5 from that era 
we ought to ftudy it as citizens* 

The reigti of Mary Queeti of Scots comes 
under this laft defcription, and forms the 
moft remarkable epoch, as well as the mod 
celebrated portion, of the hiftory of Scot- 
land. 

The corruption of the feudal government, 
a little before the age of this princefc, had 
occafioned a remarkable alteration in the 
political fyftem of Europe. The power of 
the Nobles, who had formerly controlled or 
given law to the Sovereign, was aboliftied 5 
aud on the ruins of petty ftates, great king- 
doms were formed. To the feudal dnlitia 
ftanding armies fucceeded; wars, which 
had formerly been waged in (hort excursions, 
and which terminated in a (ingle campaign, 
were now carried on in a regular plan ; and 
A3 Policy, 
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Policy,mingling with the fpirit of Conqueft, 
thought of fccuring as well as of extending 
dominion. Spain, France, and England, 
under the reigns of Charles, of Francis, and 
of Henry, had already drawn the attention 
of neighbouring nations; when Scotland* 
which had hitherto wafted her ftrength hi 
quarrels between France and England, 
emerged from her obfcurity, and took her 
ftation in the fyftem of Europe* From this 
period the affairs of Scotland are fo blended 
with thofc of other nations, and the influ- 
ence of the fyftem then eftab&fhed on fuc- 
seeding periods is fo vifible, that the Scottifh 
hiftory becomes equally an object to foreign 
nations and to future ages? and without the 
knowledge of the revolutions which hap- 
pened, and of the characters which figured 
afc, that time, we can neither form ajuft 
notion of the events that took place in the. 
fjxteenth century,, nor of the feries of tranf* 
actions that has been unfolded ' fipce that 
era. 

. If any thing can add to the celebrity and 
importance of that period in the Scottifli an* 
nals, it is the heroine of the Hiftory, Mary 
Queen of Scots, the moil beautiful and un- 
fortunate princefs of Europe, whofe perfon,. 

v • v according 
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bU^ii Sf tlA&f, Akii ROBERTSON.. 7 

licfcofdiiig to the bbfervation of a French 
hrftoriaiii none ever beheld without admi- 
tatiorr, and whofe ftory none ever read with- 
out teart; T^Re various fortunes of this if- 
tuftrious princefs, the ever-changing' fcerie 
6f her Kfej arid the tragical cataftrophe 
^rhich put a period to heif woes, foften tfhe 
detail of public affairs with the feelings of 
private fife], and add to Hiftory all the charrris 
and intereft of Romance; 

Dr. William Robertfon, ode of the* mt- 
hitters of Edinburgh, about twenty years 
ago publifhed a Hiftory of Scotland under 
the reign of Queen Mary. Concerning this 
performance there is one general obfervatioti 
which has often been made. It is incon- 
fiftent with itfelf $ the chara&ers he draws 
and the a&ions he relates are in vifible con- 
tradidtion j and of confequence his Hiftory is 
what the lawyers ciMjeto defe. According 
to this writer* the Queen of §cots conceived 
a violent paffion for the Earl of Both well dur- 
ing the life of her hufband ; carried on with 
; him a rhoft \ndecent and criminal intercourfe 
by letters ; confented to a plan of poifoning 
her hu(band, that (he might obtain, pofleffion 
of her lover : — - that, on the vigour df 
Darnley's conftitutionfurmounting the effedts 
A 4 of 
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of the poifon, flic flew to his arms, and dis- 
covered every mark of afFe&ion and fondnefs; 
invited him to remove to the neighbourhood 
of Edinburgh, that (he herfelf might at- 
tend him without being abfent from her fon : 
that, on his arrival at the Kirk of Field, (he 
loaded him with her cardies, tended his 
couch by day, and at night flept in the 
chamber under his apartment; that this 
folemn farce Was merely a prelude to one 
of the moft dreadful tragedies that Hiftory 
.records ; that, accordingly, after haying in 
concert with Bothwell appointed the ninth 
of February for the murder of Darnley, 
fhe took le^ve of him two hours before the 
cataftrophe, with every mark of affedion 
and proteftation of tendernefs ; went to the 
palace of Holyrood-houfe to celebrate a 
_mafk, and devoted to mufic and dancing, 
revelry and riot, that very hour which fhe 
had marked for the murder of her hufband ! 

that, infteadof profecuting with rigour 

_the perfon who was publicly charged with 
the commiffion of this murder, fhe fludied 
to mortify, and endeavoured to punifh, his 
accufers; violated and affronted juftice and 
law, by a mock trial and mock acquittal 
of Bothwell ; that, in the fpace of two 
months after this horrible tranfadlion, fhe 

was 
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was carried off, not only without refiftaiice 
or reluctance, but with full participation and 
confent,by this very perfon; with whom fli* 
lived in a ftate of adultery; and whom fhe ad- 
vanced to honours ; and that, as foon as the 
forms of law would admit of his divorce- 
ment from his wife, fhe, in the face of the 
kingdom, and before the eyes of all Europe, 
raifed to the bed and the throne of her huf- 
band that very criminal by whom he was 
murdered ! 

The proofs, however, of this horrid cri- 
minality are only daring and unfcrupulous 
affirmations, with fly and infidious (urmifes. 
Hiftory feels herfelf infulted, and ftarts back 
in amazement* Language, abufed, lofes its 
power, and regrets its misapplication. The 
truth is affafllnated ; and a deformed and 
bloody phantom is made to reprefent an 
honourable and accomplifhed princefs. 

But the abufive imitator of hiftory pafles 
himfelf from his fidtiohs. Attend to the 
chara&er which he draws of Mary. 

Vol. I. p. 265, 8vo edition, 1776. 
cc Mary poflefled many of thofe qualifi- 
cations which raife affe5}i<m> and procure 

eftetm* 
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tjleem. To all the charms of her mn fetti 
ihc added many of the acxotojdiftHiktets of 
iheothfcr.'* : • -..\j v.i c if:-,' • 
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Vol. tL p. 1^5* 
To all the charms of beatttjrl ifcfc a&fed 
/£*/* accomplijhmentt which tender «hek 
jmpreffion irrefifti&le. Formed with the 
qualities which we love, not with the talents 
that we admire, ft>e was art #gr*eeabk n&ofnan 
rather than an illuftrious Queen. To &y 
that (he was always unfortunate, will not 
account for that fucceflion of calamities 
which befel her ; we muft likewife add* 
that (hp was often imprudent. Humanity will 
draw a veil over the part of her char aSlef 
which it cannot approve^ and may^ perhaps, 
prompt fome to impute her a&ions to her 
Jituation, more that* to her dijpofitions.*' 

The moft perf?dt characters in Hiftory 
? might not be aihamed of the praife which 
Dr. Robertfon here gives to a woman whom 
he had rcprefented as guilty of a feries of 
the moft atrocious and deteftable crimes. 
It would be infulting the patience of the 
public to make any reflections on fuch con- 
tradictions and abfurdities. Nothing but the 
moft fhamelefs audacity could have ventured 

on 
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on fuch a ftrange mixture of defamation 
and panegyric $ nothing but the moft in- 
fantine credulity can give any credit to fuch 
a Hiftory. To this work, accordingly, of 
Dr. Robertfon, pofteritysaii never cany any 
appeal. 

The flow but certain judgment of Time 
having diminilhed the popularity and fame 
which Robertfon's Hiftory of Scotland ac- 
quired early, from the borrowed ornaments 
and falfe glitter fcattered through that work, 
as well as from its elaborate djffertations and 
its pompous declamatory ftyk, well-adapted 
to exprefs the cant of the pulpit, but ill-fuited 
to the gravity and dignity of the Hiftoric 
Mufe ; the literary circles in Scotland have 
long and impatiently wifhed for an account 
of that celebrated period of the Scbttifh 
hiftory, written with that liberality which 
becomes a man of letters, and with that 
fidelity and juftice\vhich a hiftorian owes to 
the public and to himfelf. To gratify thefe 
wifhes, Dr.Gilbert Stuart, well known to the 
literary world as a lawyer, an antiquary, 
and a philofopher, now comes forward in 
the chara&er of an hiftorian. He aflerts 
and vindicates the innocence of Mary Queen 
of Scots from the imputations of her enemies. 

He 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING 

He offers the mod inconteftible evidence of 
her honour, from a furvey of her own trans- 
actions, and from an examination of thofe 
of her adverfaries. There is a confifteney, 
an unity, and an integrity in his work. By 
uniting the interefts of truth and humanity, 
and reconciling the judgment of the un- 
derftanding to the feelings of the heart, he 
renders this portion of hiftory as pleafing 
and pathetic as it is interefting and im- 
portant. 

With regard to information and matter* 
as well as compofition and language, the 
two authors are in a wide extremity and 
difference ; and it may be amufing to exhi- 
bit pointed fpecimens of their abilities, and 
then to draw' a parallel of their merits. 



Br, 
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Dr. Robertson. 



Dr. Stuart, 



CbaraSer 9/ Lord Darnley. Chara8er 0/ Lord Darnley* 



* Such was the un- 
happy fate of Henry Stu- 
art, Lord Darnley, in the 
twenty-firft year of his 
agef. The indulgence of 
fortune, and his own ex 
ternal accompl ifhments, 
without any other merit, 
bad raifed him to a height 
pf dignity, of which he 
was altogether unworthy. 
By his folly and ingrati- 
tude he loft the heart of 
4 woman who doated on 
biro to diftra&ion. His 
infolence and inconftancy 
alienated from him filch 
pf the npbles as had con- 
tributed moft zealoufly to 
his elevation. His levity 
and caprice expofed him 
to the fcorn of the peo- 
ple, who once revered him 
as the descendant of their 
antient kings and heroes, 
ffad he died a natural 
death, his end would have 
been urUarrjented, and his. 
memory 

* Hift. of Scotland, vol.1, 
p. 400, 401, Svo. edit. 1776. 

f According to Dr. Ro- 
bcrtfon, he was murdered by 
Q^Mary. 



* Thus perifhed, in the 
twenty firft year of his age, 
Henry Stuart, Lord Darn- 
ley, a prince of a high 
lineage. A fate f fo fucU 
den, and fo immature ex- 
cited a fympathy and for- 
row which muft havebeea 
loft in the confeioufnefs of 
his imperfections, if he 
had fallen by the ravages 
of difeafe, or the ftroke 
of time. The fymmetry 
oi his form recommended 
him to the moft beautiful 
princefs of Chriftendom f 
and her generofity and 
love placed him upon the 
throne of an antient king- 
dom. But he neither 
knew how to enjoy bis 
profperity, nor to en Aire 
it. His vices did not per- 
mit him to maintain the 
place he had won in her 
afFe&ion; and he was not 
intitled by his ability to 
hold the reins of govern- 
ment. 

* JJift. of Scotland, vol. I* 

p. 200, 201, 202. 

f According U> Dr. Stuart, 
he was murdered by the fac- 
tion of the Earl of Murray. 
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Dr. Robertson. 

memory have been foon 
forgotten 5 but the cruel 
circumftances of his mur- 
der, and the remiflhefs 
with' which ij: was after- 
wards avenged, have made 
his name to be remem- 
bered with regret, and 
have rendered him the* 
objecl of pity, to which 
be had otherwife no title. 



Dr. Stuart. 
ment. He was feen to 
the greateft advantage iw 
thofe games and fports 
which requite activity and 
addrefs. He rode with 
(kill the war horfe, and 
was dexterous in hawking 
and the chace ; but pof- 
feffing no difcernment of 
men, and no profound nefs 
of policy, he was altoge- 
ther unequal to dire& an 
agitated monarchy, and to 
fapport the glory of his 
Queen. Inftead of afling 
to her protection and ad- 
vantage he encouraged 
her misfortunes and cala- 
mities. His imbecillity 
laid him open to her ene- 
mies and his own. The 
exceffive facility of his 
nature made him the dupe 
. of the flialloweft artifice $ 
and while he was weakly 
credulous, he could not 
keep in concealment thofe 
fecrets which moft nearly 
concerned him. Driven 
into difficult fituations by 
pafiion and imprudence, 
'he was unable to extricate 
himfelf. Under the guid- 
ance of no regular prin- 
ciples, he was inconftant 
grid capricious. His na- 
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P*R<hpertao*t. Dr. Stuart. 

' ■ ' r tural levity was prompted * 

; by his pronenefs to intem- 

perance ; and he was zs 
' much a ftranger to deco- 
. 1 rum as to virtue. While 

. .. • he was not qualified for 

the cares of royalty, he 
»■•.*' was even unfit for the 

trappings of ftateandthofe 
guarded and faftidious ce- 
remonials which are fo 
/ ' neceffary to impofe on 

the quicknefs of human 
reafon, and to cover the 
infirmity and the naked- 
nefs of high ftation. 
His prepofterous vanity 
and afpiring pride roufed 
the refentment and the 
fcorn of the nobles. His 
follies and wantof dignity 
made him little with the 

Eeople. To the Queen, 
is infidelity and fre-^ 
quent amours were moft 
infulting and ungrateful. 
The admiration of the 
fex which in cultivated ' 
and fuperior men is an 
elegant paffion and an 
amiable weaknefs, was 
in him a grofs attachment 
anil anunfenfimental pror 
penfity growing out of 
the ftrength of his confti- 
fution, and the cravings 
of 
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Dr. Robertson. Dr. Stuart; 

of an animal appetite* 
But while our graver hif- 
torians ♦, are affidUous to 
reproach him with wan- 
tonnefs in the chamber 
of Venus, it ought to be 
remembered,that the mur- 
der of Rizzio, and his at- 
tempt to difpoflefs the 
Queen of her government 
are far more indelible 
ftains upon his memory, 
and imply a -profligacy 
and guilt whidi could on- 
ly be exceeded by the e- 
normity of that wicked- 
nefs which fchemed and 
executed his deftru&ion. 
It is with pain that Hif- 
tory relates fuch cruel 
events ; but while - fhe 
x . melts with human woe, 
it is her province to be 
rigorouflyjuft. Her weep- 
ing eye is the indication 
' , of an inftru#ive forrow; 
and while her burfting 
heart, mourns over the 
crimes, the calamities, 
and the wretchednefs of 
ages that are paft, fhe re* 
cords them- with fidelity 
as a leflbn to fucceeding 
times. 

* Knox, p. 441 . Keith, 
p. lt$. 
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Dr.' Robertson. 

CbarmBir ofjbiEarlof i 

Murray^, • .. , 

' Ther*; js , no perfon in 
that age, .about whom 
hiftorians have been more 
divided, or whofe, cha- 
racter has/ been drawn 
with fuch .©ppofitfb ; co- 
lours. JPerfonal intrepi- 
dity, military flcill,' faiga-r 
city and vigour in the acff 
njiniftration of civil af- 
fairs, are virtues which 
even his enemie^ alhjw 
him to have poflefled in 
an eminent degree. His 
moral qualities are more 
: dubipus, ari# ought nei- 
ther to be praifed, 4 jibr 
cen Aired, without. r great 
referve and many dittincr 
jions. In a fiercfe age he 
was capable of &fihg vic- 
tory with humanity," and 
of treating tfte vanquished 
with mpderatiori.* A pa T 
trqn of learning, which 
among martial nobles was 
either unkpown.or <Je- 
fpifed. Zealous.' for reli >T 
giot), . to a degree, jyhich 
difhnguifhedhihV, even at 
a time 

t Hift. of Scotland, vol, I. 



Dr. STOAfer. 

Li. > • ■' I ' 1 'I 

-CbaraQir §f tbt Ertk cf*> 
Murray f. 

Such was the lamentable 
fate of James Stuart,earl 
of Murray. Grqat talents, 
a,plea^ng exterior, and a 
propitious fortune, had 
conducted him to diftinc* 
tioi* arid eminence. A 
ielfi&i and infatiable am^ 
pityon wa,s his rulingappe* 
tite; and he, purfued its 
dilates with an unfhaken 
perfeverance. His incli- 
nation to afpire beyorid the? 
rank of a fubje& was en 7 
CQuraged by the turbulence 
of liiji age ; and his'cph- 
ne&iqns with Elizabeth 
overturned in him fcttoge* 
ther the^irtuous refltainti 
of . allegiance, and duty,. 
*He became an erieihy'to 
his filler ajid hisfovefeigrij- 
and the arts by which' he 
accomplished her over^ 
throw, are the vouchers 
of his capacity, and hi^ 
demerits.. His obligations 
to her 'were exceffive ; his 
ingratitudewasmonftrousj 
arid no language has any 
terms 



a 



f Hift. of Scotland, vol. If* 
P- 5*> 5*> 54. jS- 
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Dr. Robertson. 

a time when profeffions 
of that kind were not un- 
common* His confidence 
\n jiis /riends was extreme, , 
^nd inferior only to his. 
liberality to them* yrhich 



yas yhbrotherly and un- 
grateful*. Thedepehdance 
on Elizabeth, under which 
he fought Scotland, was 



Dr. Stuart. 
terms of reproach that are 
fufliciently powerfyl to 
charafierfee hi* perfidi- 

tufnefs and cruelty to her. 
Uncommon pretehfions to 
fan&ity, and td the lovf 
of his Country, with the 
perpetual affectation of 
acting under the impulfc 
pi" honourable motives^ 
concealed his purpofes, 
and recommended him to 
popular favour. His fnaftf 
hers were grave ? even t$ 
fadnefs/ Byaicompoftd 
and fevere deportment^ 
and by oftentatious habits 
of deyption, he awakened 
and fecufed the admiration 
of his contemporaries^ 
)9is hoiife. had a, greater 
refetn^Iartce to a church 
tfjan a palace *. A daf £ 
Solemnity reigned within 
its walls j and his domef- 
tics were "orecife, pragma- 
tical, and mortified. jTh^ 
more" zealous of the clergy 
Were proud of reforming 
to him ; and while he in- 
vited thern to join, wit^ 
"him in the exercifcs of 
religion, he paid a'flatter- 
in£ refpect to their expo- 
fition^ 

f SpotfVcpqd, p.a^ 
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Dr., Rrj^tT.spp. 
dHg*acefuJ r tp tfrfcoatiaiu 

orfoljc • $& a ? bafenefs 
imwortjij. qt a t ipaA or 
honour,, tfe eteyatiojvtQ 
fuch uaexpe^g <iignit)T 
infpir.ed him with new 
jjaffiops, Witt* baugbtinieft 
and, reftrv^ ^1, inftea^ 
q£ bk n^tjiwJ msmnec, 
which, \ya? Hunt aityi a- 
per*, be ^fFefted', thje arte 
of diffimul^ipo, and re- 
£nemej#. , Fqr^tqwacffc 
the end of hifl iife,c^flatr 
l^ry > an f i imp^ent pf *&- 



fUcty uncommon order arid 
tra^qHiilit^ i^ thp coun- 
\ try, Jh#| Jtys: a,dbwqiftra- 
'. tion w^s ; extremely po- 
putyr* su^h£ w*$ long 
and affe&ionately remem- 
bered among the com- 
mons by thp namfco£ t&e 
good R'^eiH, 



J> f Stuart. - 

fitions of the Scriptures, 
which he hypocritically 
confidered as the facred 
rule of bis life f. By an v 
attention to law and juf- 
tice, he endeavoured to 
conciliate the approbation 
of men, upon whom he 
could not impofe by his 
affe£tations of piety. He 
was fedulous in attending 
the court of feifion ; and 
as the moft fal u tary ftatutes 
are of little avail where 
their adminiftration is 
corrupt, he repreffed with 
vigour the inordinate ve- 
nality of its fenatorsj. 
To the interefts of fcience 
and learning he was fa- 
vourable in an uncommon 
degree j and Buchanan, 
whohad tafted his bounty, 
gives a varnifli to his 
crimes. The glory of 
having atchieved the Re- 
formation ? afforded hiin 
a fame 

f Buchanan, lib. xix. 

J Quoties a bello vacaret, 
totum diem Judicum collegia 
afiideret. Ea prsefentis vcre- 
cundia fiebat, ut nequetenuio- 
res per calumniam opprimeren- 
tur, neque, in potentiorum 
gratiam, litibus in Jonguru 
dilatis, exhaurirentur. |fp T 
chan. Hift, lib. xi*, 

si ' 
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i feme that was moft fe ; -> 
ducing and brirHant. His 
: ~' othcrprojeaswerecqually 
fuccefsful ; and perhaps 
they were more difficult 
and arduous. But as they 
were little diftinguiflied 
by heroic aftion, and were 
? - far lefs honourable, they 

. added no fplendor to his 

* renown j and it has beea 

..-.■:'. fuppoftd*that his talents 

^ . ■ were more eminent in his 

• ' youth, than in his riper 

i age.Hisaftivity^owever, 

, j h^d only changed its ob- 

,, ; jeas; and his capacity 

' ' and ambitiohwere^atajl 
• ^ times, equally ardent and 
, ., • ,1 - . vigorous. His abilities, 

'i ■■•■'■■■ n'otwithftanding, thoujgh 
extenfive ahd various, 
were better calculated for 
the ftruggles of faftion, 
•■'•; than the fpeculations of 
polity. . He was greater 
' as a demagogue than as. a 

minifter ; and it was more 
' flattering to him to be the 
viceroy of a foreign po- 
tentate, than to direa 
the councils of his natural 
fovereign. His genius 
affimilated with buftle ; 
; and 

♦ Bums, vpl» r. p. 1 679 
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Dr. Robertson* Dr. Stuart. 

and though he could be 
cafy and tranquil in the 
midft of dangers, the 
ever -flowing ftream of 
circumftances in the de- 
tails of government, fa- 
x tigued his attention, and 

difturbed his repofe. With 
a cold andperfidious heart, 
he conferred favours with- 
out being generous, and 
received them without 
being grateful. His en- 
mity was implacable ; his 
friendihip dangerous; and 
his careffes, oftener than 
his anger, preceded the 
ftroke of his refentment. 
The ftandard of his pri- 
vate intereft dire&ed all 
his actions, and was the 
meafure by which he 
judged of thofe of other 
men. To the neceffities 
of his ambition he was 
ready to facrifice every 
duty and every virtue; 
and in the paroxyfms of 
his felfUhnefs, he feared 
not the commiffion of any 
crime or cruelty, however 
enormous or deteftable. 
Upon his elevation to the 
Regency, he gave a free 
indulgence to his pride. 
He parted with that ihow 
B3 of 
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6f fincerhy and candour 
. Which bad contributed to 
., his rife, and became fullen 
, . and diftant*. Me neg- 
feded and defpifed hit 
ancient friends ; and, in- 
. dulging himfelf in the 
enjoyment of ftatelinefi 
. and. adulation, aflumed 
that contemptuous air 
which befits only a defpot 
who is* furrounded ' with 
. flaves. The pillars of his 
greatnefs were forfakihg 
him ; and the blow that 
laid him in the duft only 
. . prevented his exit in the 
field or on the fcaffold. 
To the great body of the 
Scottifh nobles, whofe 
confequence he had hum- 
bled, his death Was at 
matter of ftern indiffer- 
ence, or of fecret joyj 
but to the common people, 
it was an object of fincere 
grief, and thev lamented 
him long under the ap- 
pellation of the godly Re-k 
gent. Elizabeth bewailed 
in him a ftrenuouspartizan* 
and a choferi inftrument 
by which (he might fubverg 
the independency of Scot- 
land 5 and Mary,, tender 



* Mehril, Memoir** p« toj* 
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©tt RdititfrsoN. . Dr. StuAr*., 

khd devout; wept oveir & 
brother^ a heretic, arid an 
enemy, whom a fuddeii 
knd violent deftiny had 
overtaken in his guilty 
career, with his Full load 
Of unrepented cHmes fr 

^ \ Camden, p . 425. CriWi 
lOrd, Memoirs* p. 128* 



CiardSir •/ John Knox *. CbaraBer tf John Krtofc ** 



Soon after the diflblu- 
iion of this affetnbly, 
Knox, the prime itiftru- 
inent of fpreading and 
eftabliQiing the reformed 
freligion in Scotland, end- 
ed his life in the 67th 
year of his age. Zeal, 
intrepidity^ and difinte- 
ireftednefs, were virtues 
which he pofleued in ah 
eminent degree. He was 
acquainted, too, with the 
learning cultivated in that 
age ; and excelled in that 
fpecies of eloquence which 
H calculated to toufe and 
inflame. 

• Hi*, of Scotland, tdh lL 



This remarkable inrirja 
Vdtioh || was hardly intro- 
duced into the church* 
when it loft John Knox* 
its firongeft fupport and 
irmeft friend. The teat 
which he had difpfayed irt 
overturning poperv, and 
irt refitting. the defpdtte 
ptojeifts of Mary of Lor- 
raine, have diftinguifhed 
arid immortalized his 
name; arid upon the ef-_ 
tablifcment of the Re- 
formation^ he continued 
i<l 

* Hitf . of Scotland, vol. tU 

II The introduction of fcpiP 
copacy into Scotland* 

B4 
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Dr. Robertson. 
inflame. His maxims, 
however* were often too 
fevere, and the impetuo- 
fity of his temper excef- 
five. Rigid and uncom- 
plying himfelf, he fhewed 
no indulgence ito the in- 
firmities of others. Re- 
gardlefs of the diftinctions 
of rank and character, he 
uttered his admonitions 
with an acrimony and 
vehemence more apt to 
irritate, than to reclaim. 
This often betrayed him 
jnto indecent and undu- 
tiful expreflions with re- 
fpe&'to the Queen's per- 
fon and conduct. Thofe 
very qualities, however, 
which now render his 
character lefs amiable, 
fitted him to be an in- - 
itrument of Providence 
for advancing the refor- 
mation among a fierce 
people, and enabled him 
to face dangers, and to 
furmount oppofition,from 
which a perfon of a more 
gentle fpirit would have 
been apt to fhrink back. 
.By an unwearied applica- 
tion to ftudy and to bufi- 
jjefs, as well as by the . 
frequency and fervour of 
his 



Dr. Stuart.' 
to act with fortitude ac- 
cording to his principles. 
His piety was ardent, and 
his activity indefatigable; 
his integrity was fuperior 
to corruption; and his 
courage could not be (ha- 
ken by dangers or death. 
In literature and learning 
his proficiency was (lender 
and moderate ; and to 
philofophy he was alto- 
gether a ftranger. His 
heart was open, his judg- 
ment greater than his pe- 
netration, his temper fe- 
vere, his behaviour ruftic. 
The fears and contempt 
he entertained of popery 
were extravagant; and 
while he propagated the 
reformed . doctrines, he 
fancied he was advancing 
the purpofes of heaven. 
From his conviction that 
the ends he had in view 
were the nobleft which 
can actuate a human crea- 
ture, he was induced to 
imagine that he had a ti- 
tle to profecute them by 
all the methods within 
his power. His motives 
of conduct were difinte- 
refted and upright; but 
the drain of his action 
and 
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Dr. Robertson. 
his public difcourfes, he 
had worn out a confti- 
tution naturally ftrong. 
During a lingering ill— 
nefs, he difcovered the 
utmoft fortitude j and met 
the approaches, of death 
with a magnanimity infe- 
parable from his charac- 
ter. He was conftantly 
employed in ads of de- 
votion, and comforted 
himfelf with thofe pro- 
fpedts of immortality, 
which not, only preferve 
goocl men from defpond- 
ing, but fill them with 
exultation in their laft 
moments. The earl of 
Morton, whe-was prefent 
at his funeral, pronounced 
his eulogium in a few 
words, the more honour- 
able for Knox, as they 
came from one whom 
lie had often cenfured 
with peculiar afperity. 
"«« There, lies he, who 
" never feared the face 
■"-©fawn." 



Dr. Stita*t/ t 
and life deferve not com- 
mendation. He was ever 
earned: to promote the 
glory of God ; but he per- 
ceived not that this fub- 
lime maxim, in its unli- 
mited exercife, confifts 
not with the weaknefs 
and imperfections of man. 
It was pleaded by the 
murderers of cardinal 
Beaton ; and he fcrupled 
not to confider it as a 
fufficient vindication of 
them. It was appealed to 
by Charles IX. as his 
apology for the maflacre 
of Paris ; and it was ur- 
ged by Ravaillac as his 
juftifying motive for the 
afiaifination of Henry IV". 
The moft enormous 
crimes have been promot- 
ed by it i and it Simulat- 
ed this Reformer to cruel 
devaluations and outrages. 
Charity , moderation, the 
love of peace, patience, 
and humanity, were not 
in the number of his vir- 
tues. Papifts as well as 
popery were the objects 
of his deteftation; and; 
though he had rifen to 
mineence by exclaiming 
againft the perfecutions of 
priefrs. 
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£riefts, he was himfelf tk 
perfecutor. His.fufpicioftS 
that the Queen was dc- 
termined to re-eftablifli 
the popHh religion, were 
tooted and uniform ; and 
tlpon the moft frivolous 
pretences he Wasftrenuous 
to hreak that chain of 
cordiality which ought to 
bind together the prince 
and the people. He in- 
veighed againft her go- 
vernment, and infulted 
her perfon with virulence 
and indecency. It flafc. 
iered his pride to violate 
the duties of a fubje£t, 
find to fcatter fed it ion. 
He afefted to direft the 
politicians of his age; and 
the ^afcendint he main- 
tained over the people, 
drew to him their refpeft 
And obeifkfcce. He deli- 
vered his fentiments to 
them with the moft un- 
bounded freedom ; and he 
* fought not to reftrain, of 
to difguife his impetuofity, 
• or his peevifhnefs. His 

advices were preffed with 
heat ; his admonitions 
were pronounced with 
' anger; and whether his 

theme was a topic of po- 
lity,- 
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Mty, or of faith, his know- 
ledge appeared to be 
equally infallible, Hd 
wi/hed to be considered ae 
, ' an organ of the divine 

will. Cohtradi&ion m-* 
flamed him with hoftility ; 
and his refentments took 
a deep, and a lafting foun- 
dation. He confidered 
the temporal interefts of 
{ focietv as inferior to the 
eccleuaftical ; and unae* 
1 quainted alike with the 

objefis of government, 
and the nature of man, he 
_ regarded the ftruggles of 
ambition as impious and 
profane; and knew not 
* . that the individual is car- 

ried to happinefs and vir- 
- vi - tue on the tide of hispaf* 

fions, and that admiration 
and eminence are chiefly 
to be purchafed by the 
vigour, the fortitude, and 
the capacity which are 
exerted and difplayed in 
public occupations. He 
inculcated retired and a- 
fcetic virtues. Hepreadi- 
ed the unlimited contempt 
of this world; he was a 
mortal enemy to gaiety 
pnd mirth ; and it was his 
opinion that human life 
ought 
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ought to be confuracd in 
the folemnities of devo- 
tion, in fufferance, and in 
(brrow. The pride of 
-...., fuccefs, the fpirit of adu- 
lation, the awe with 
which he ftruck the gap- 
ing and ignorant multi- 
tude, infpired him with a 
. , , ' fuperlative conception of 

his own merits. He mif- 
took for a prophetic im- 

Eulfe the illufions of a 
eated fancy; and with 
an intemperate and giddy 
vanity he ventured at 
times to penetrate into 
the future, and to reveal 
the myfteries of Provi- 
dence, Not contented 
with being a faint, he 
, , ; > . afpired to be a prophet]:. 

In 



. »J , . J There is a panegyrical 

catalogue of his prophecies in 

1J ' . Calderwood'a Hift. of the 

:> Church, p. 59, 60. He him- 

/J\ fclf often afferts in hit writings 

his title to the character of a 
prophet $ and on this fubjec* 
there is a remarkable paflage 
in the preface to one of hit fer- 
mons. «« I dare not deny 
«< (left in fo doing I fhould be 
«« injurious to the giver) but 
«' that God hath revealed unto 
« me, fecrets unknown to the 
«« world: and alio that he hath 
"made 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUME* STUART, ahd ROBERTSON. >| 

Dr. Robertson. • Dr. Srtr a*t. - ' 

In difcharging the func- 

••::—• tions of his mlniftry, his 

ardour was proportioned 

to his fincerity. Affidu- 

• »» ous and fervent toils, 

- ;; • watchful and anxious 

^/. ::-:■:.' cares wafted his ftrength, 

and haftened his diflolu- 

tion. He faw it approach 

without terror ; fpoke 

•■ : with exultation of the 

v ••* fervices which he had 

•J--- 1 rendered to the Gofpel 

• '■ " ' ', and the church ; and was 

'•■■•< : > almoft conftantly in pray- 

i ; : m - cr with the brethren- 

. .:, --v ■-•:.: . His 

' " v : \ - " made my tongue a trumpet 

• j- ;""** : ' "to forewarn realms and na- 

. . i :. a tions, yea, certain -peat re- 

' < f , "velations of mutations and 

,.»,,,. "changes, when no fnch 

" things were feared, nor yet 

"was appearing} a portion 

' : ' -' : >'• ■ '-'•"■ "whereof cannot the world 

*, .... " deny*(be it never fo blinde) 

. : " to be fulfilled; and the reft 

"(alas) I fear (hall follow 

" with greater hafte, and in 

" more full perfection than my 

" ~; "forrowful heart defireth \ 

:,]"■ < " notwithstanding thefe reye- 

" lations and aflurances, I did 

" ever abftain to commit any 

" thing to writing, contented 

" only to have obeyed the 

"charge of him who com- 

.,-;.' " mandfd me to crie." Hift. 

of the Reform, and other 

treaties, p. 88, 89. 
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-~a '; . . *.; :! ; His confidence of a happjr 

..-•;.- : j ; V) •..; immortality was fecure 

,, ;., ?nd firm, and difdained 

-!»':'»*/. . ,. fl <•;/ «.r the flighteft mixture of 

, •" ♦ v • ,: fufpicion or doubt. He 

-: . :; — Surrendered bis fpirit with 

...-..•■ v „ chearfulncfs, apd without 

,.*..;;. i# » a ftruggle. It belongs to 

. .; .,,.» hiftory to defcribe with 

, ;.,.m ; •• candour his virtues as 

. •. ; : . t ". : , fl , ^ well as his imperfe&ions | 

L.;I .. ,-, and it may be obferved 

•::,' ^ '-_.:.; in alleviation of the latter, 

*v - : 4 .» Lr.:" ^at the times in which 

tt , o }•••::..,; he lived were rude and 

j i it , , fierce; and that his paf- 

, . .. ' fion for converts, and his 

pronenefs to perfccution, 

4 . . ^ r , while they rofe more itn- 

/."... .V..\ ■ »•• mediately out of the in- 

- ' v . . . ^/,» >• >» tenfenefsof his-belipf, and 

- •; • i V ••:' . »* the natural violence of his 

1 ^' " c ' 4 ^ temperament, were keenly 

~,\, ' * ^ f , .'"/* ?nd warmly foftered by 

:/, ^ '. ,.| -1 ♦. ^;". * his profeffional habits* 

(: < . .;.. .. *i> The merpbers pf every 

-' r ( ;':'< '- - • a; *' fpiritufcl polity are necefla- 

"". ■ ** • * ' ..'*' rily employed in extend- 

;,**. -. . •« • - •♦ in 8 Its g* or y> ai ™ ! n a d- 

'»*• • '.i.Vvs;-^ ° vancing its interefts 5 and 

"-.•• -'AJ..- in that ^ge the conflicts, 

1 v •* between the popifh ani 

( '£"'.' ' :z .v *he proteftant dofiriries 

; ir ". ?« \-i ^ » had been driven to their. 

v - r i: - wildeftfury. T°P r °t e & 

~ ^ • » ' f^igjon is (he apparent 
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1 : ■ ♦ , • t end of every form of ec» 
«••»'. clefiaftical government $ 

•' *•-- w f yet the articles of faitl| 
* .J ; ••' fceld out by each being 

difcordant and hoftile, 
~- t • the guides of every churclj 

> •-»' are in a continual war- 

fare. They contend ref. 
...-:.:; • pe&ivdy for the tenets 

r entrufted to them; and 

where they are not cor- 
. .,..-.. rupted by the riches of 

their eftablifhment into 
an indolent indifference, 
> ;• <t th*t brings religion into 

: : >~.irr : contempt, they are ftre* 

? « cj ..•'.. . nuous like our Reformer 
»*»': v -:: v •* :: to jncreafe their confer 

'"> * quence, to diffufe th« 

• \ •) pialevolent diflike of other 

. yeligioriifts, and to kindle 

into ferment arid agitation 
the angrieft *nd the mqfj: 
incurable paeons of man- 
kind. Thejr give a check 
to religion in its happief^ 
principle of univerfal bc«- 
ncvolence j they are 
guards to prevent the 
truth from taking its bol» 
f ft and wideft range j the 
advantages they produce 
compensate not their ca- 
jarnitiesj and perhaps it 
^ould be fortunate for 
buman affairs, if the ex* 
peace, 
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•> • - t t . pence, the formalities, 

'..-••■•. • and the abufes of religious 

*.,..» / eftablifhments were for 

:».!.' ' ever at an end ; if fociety 

/..... . . were deprived alike of the 

fovereign pontiff with his 

./:':• tiara, the ftalled "bifhop, 

1 and the mortified prefby- 

i . i ter ; if no confeffions and 

» creeds were held out as 

• - s.\ . ftandards of purity and 

. ,.:.:. doarinej if faith and 

futurity were left unfet- 

,-..>:: .:« tered like philofophy and 

. i < -'r fcience; if nations were 

-•: • : ) not harneffed in opinions 

■ . i • '. ' ' ! like horfes to a carriage ; 

and if every man's heart 

Mt were the only temple 

!..: ^ . . - where he was to worfhip 

.. - la cj '•"./• : i- his God* 
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Thcfe are very clear* exa<ft, and decifive 
vouchers from which to judge of the ref* 
pedive abilities,, of the Rival Hiftorians* 
No reader need be at any lofs to decide; 
and to anticipate his judgment, would be to 
infult his underftanding. . 

We now proceed to draw, a parallel be-* 
tween Dr. Stuart and Dr. Robertfon* on 
the heads of Originality) Narration, the 
Drawing of Characters, and Compofition or 
Style* 

I.. Originality. 
The firft praife of an author is original 
genius. Invention, imagination, enthu- 
fiafni) in poetry; ingenious difcovery, pro- 
found thought, fcientific arrangement) in 
profe 1 mark and illuminate this high and. 
tranfeendent character* A mediocrity, of 
talents j a timid ar\d cautious deference to 
the prejudices of the age; and the ordi- 
nary capacity of decking put common 
topics and received opinions with the 
tricks of rhetoric and the trappings of lan- 
guage j may gain an eafy reception into 
the world, and % obtain the praifes of the 
many without exciting the envy of the few* 
But it requires a bold and inventive mind, 

C that, 
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that, fcorfiiiig the tfamm*k of amhftifty, 
ftrifcea out a path Of it* own 9 a ly*«ai! 
teye, that iurveys every corner of nature a&d 
of a*r, with " orfeat ray* unborrowed of 
cc the few*;* and the treaftoet of original 
thought joined to the (lores of acquired 
learning 5 to confer the higher honours of 
literature, afid to give a tide to the applaufe 
of ages to come. To thefe D*. Robertfon 
fead rvo claim whatever. Nothing new op 
original, hp\d or kwanttve, is to be faetid Jft 
his works. He has colleded with induftry 
the obfervations of others ; has availed him- 
felf of the difcoveries of his contemporaries ; 
&**• fehfedi and adorned the rifing idea* of 
the age ; but he has nevet in one inftanee 
efttepded the fphere of historical or -philo- 
Ibphlcat difeovery, or added the fmalleft 
ftcceflion to the common ftock of learning. 
We here- throw down the gauntlet, and bid 
defiance to his moft credulous* and moft 
admiring flatterers, to produce a theory, a 
diflertation, or even a fingte thought, which 
We cannot trace to the foorce, and refer to 
the original owner. To invent and to em- 
belfiflfr; to create and to clothe* are very 
AMFerent opeifttions. The ranks of the maf- 
ter and of the fcholar are never to be con- 
founded. To- interpret Newton's philofo- 

phy, 
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Ehy, to. tgpkin Mtxatiefijuieu's Spirit of 
,aws, or to extend an ohiervationj of Hame: 
to the length of a differtation $ will not en- 
tide to the praife of Newton, off Montef- 
quicu^ or. of Hume. 

Dr. Stuart is known to the world, not 
only as a man of letters* hut as>a* phdofo- 
pher ; and this laft charade* he has carried 
into the province of tuftory. Leaning it to* 
the' ftibal terns in literature to copy the errors* 
or to embellish the opinions of otiheftr, he 
claims: the merit of dilcovery and original 
though*. Transcending vulgar prejudices, 
hs hathdiffipated errors that were hallowed 
by tsme;: and refitting the authority of great 
names*, he bath aflerted the rights of genius, 
aad thought for himfelf. His View of Sa- 
tiety in Europe, m its progrefe from rude- 
nefs. to refinement, will, in particular, ever 
remain a monument of his ingenuity and 
erudition. He hath thrown light upon the 
darknefs of the middle times, and brought 
out a beautiful fabric from the fcattered 
and disjointed ruins of antiquity. In his 
Hiftory of Scotland the fame original fpirit 
isrto be perceived ^ and it is a confequencc 
of it, that he has been enabled to give a 
new face to a portion of (lory which has 
C 2 been 
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been treated over and over again in the dif- 
ferent languages of Europe. 

Let us now compare the Rival Hiftorians 
with regard to Hiftorical Narration, Draw* 
ing Charadters, and Style. 

2. Hiftorical Narration. 
Hiftorical Narration ought to be clear, 
full, regular, and uninterrupted. In all 
thefe qualities, except the third, Dr. 
Robertfon is eminently deficient. He is too 
attentive to ornament, to ftudy perfpicuity $ 
nor does he employ what his Rival fo pro- 
perly calls " a narrative that aims at fim- 
€€ plicity, and that is ambitious to record the 
<f truth/' His work has the air of an 
Apology, not of aHiftory. He pleads his 
caufe like a lawyer ; he attempts to wield the 
weapons of an orator $ and feldom or never 
aflbmes the gravity and dignity of .a judge. 
To prevent the reader from perceiving the 
contradictions in his narration, he fome- 
times covers himfelf with darknefs, fome- 
times with the glaring colours of falfe elo- 
quence. Let an unbiased reader perufe his 
account of Cowrie's confpiracy. He boafts 
of having placed " that tranfadlion in a light 
" thatdifpells much of the darknefs in which 

" it 
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"it had been involved $"■ while all that he 
performs is to render the darknefs more 
vifible. 

Nor is his narrative foil or complete. He 
fek&s thofe portions of the Scottish Hiftory 
which he can adorn, but does not place the 
whole before the eye. He haftens over 
every part of his fubje<5t, except where 
Maty is concerned, and by this means gives 
His work the ' appearance of* a • hiftorteal 
novel. He never penetrates the veil of 
courts, nor removes the trappings of ftate. 
He relates public tranfaftions without giving 
a pi<5ture of the times in whifch they hap- 
pened • nor can we difcovety from his Hif- 
tory, that the manners of the Scottish natidn, 
in the 1 6th century* were different from 
thofe of the prefent. 

We allow him the juft praife* of that 
regularity, or rather uniformity, which pro- 
ceeds from the want of genius. The dead 
fea never ebbs nor flows; nor has the arti- 
ficial canal the fweep of a torrent. But the 
order of coldnefs or uniformity is not the 
order of dignity ; and Dr. Robertfoh hath 
given us a happy exemplification of the 
mighty difference, that there is, between 
... C 3 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 ©$SfSWA?rjONS CONCERNING 

the [proud pace of Pggafti^, and (the ftftid 
&qp of the vaggorwhorfe. 

To finifh the lift of his defe&s on tliis 
&ead, ,he is perjpetuaJly interrupting the 
<ourfe of &ftory f and fetiguing the patience 
of his reader with unneeeflary digreffions 
and difflertations ; a pra&ice unknown to the 
antknts, and to *hofe ^moderns who have imi- 
tated them moft (happily. We find no fcr- 
hioi>8 ip Thacydides, in Livy, or in Tacitus. 
The laft-mentioned philofpphioal hiftorian 
fotpetimes give6 us a pi&use of human aa- 
tpte with one (broke of the pencil, apd 
^comprehends a fyftem in 4 fiqgle Sentence ; 
but, to wake formal declamations on har- 
rowed thoughts, to preach on the common 
tqpics of politics and morale becomes the 
pen of a novice,\pot the hand of a mailer. 
In the valuable additions which Mr. Hume 
has made 4o the laft edition of his Hiftory, 
there is an obfervation to which it may be 
. ; proper to call <he attention -of &r, Jtebejrt- 
ifon aad his friends *. 

Dr. 



• To note K, at <he xttA sof Volume VI. there is 
the -following addition .: — " Thi$ note was in the 
firft editions a part oT the text ; hut the Author 
omitted it, in-order to tto fidgets mnfb as fojfible^ the Jlyk 
if dtfertation in the body *f'bi$ Hj/lory." P. 564, 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUME, STUART, *w> ROWBRTS0N. 39 

Dr, Stuart week in all thofe <gvaMtk& #f 
ftyle in which Dr. Robertfoti is fo deficient:.* 
He places his fubjed before the eyes of thp 
reader in its foil <Haienfions, and ki thte 
fairefli light His narrative is united in all 
its parts 1 we carry the connexion in our 
minds 5 ^d readily adopt th? condufe|> 
which h? dr&ws. He unites petfpicuwty 
with /concifeoeis j length with t>legftnofe; 
dignity with (pirit. He never inferto^ls 
the courfe 6F his narration to call the atten* 
&M of *he redder i^it J>tinfel£ Having 
placed the fotthed picture before thfe ey^ 
he reti^qs j afld kaves it to the vitiated tafije 
jpf histflowery and utfefual Rival to fiMtounfl 
Jn* work with f$lft brilliants tfhtt allure «itr 
Attentiojff from lis fohjec*. ; 

i 3- Orawii|| CWa&4fs t 
. Tp dfgw the chara&ers t>f.< thofe iltaftri*- 
tous perfoBages who havfc figured in ptttd& 
life> is aa$ of the m®ft arduous > hot tiioft 
fplendid labours of the Hiftoriain Pr. 
Robertfon's attempts of tKis kind in his 
Scottifli Hiftpry hfefe long been condemned 
b>y -the jfldgtoept <tf orktcifm ; and, by al- 
tering his manner in future efforts of a fim> 
far iiate^ he hiorfelf hath fabfdribed t6 
the &nufece e He fports with cfaara&ers, 
C 4 inftead 
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inftcad of drawing* them 5 to (hew us what 
they are, he telfc us what they # rt not $ rings 
an alternate chime of prailcand cenfure; 
and balances* virtues and defe&s in a play of 
'antithefesthat degrades Hiftory. Hispor^ 
-traits are without either life or refemblance. 
-His character *of Muiray is inconfiftent with 
^itfelf ; and his character of John Knox gives 
.us no idea of that ruftic apoftle, and will 
apply to any reformer of any afge. 

* * Dr. Stuart has fcised the true hiftoric 
.pefccil 5- and employs lt : with a mafterly hand. 
*He copies from nature- and life. He draws 
^not figures that exift in the fancy, but the 
-portraits of men who- have ■ figured on the 
great theatre of the world. All his efforts 
of jthis kind, particularly his Chara&ers of 
Lord Darnley* Murray, Jdhii Knox, Bu- 
chanan, Both well/ Bifhop Lefly, and Queen 
Mary, muft ftrike every reader as artful 
delineations of human nature, and matter* 
•pieces of competition. 

4. Competition, or Style. * 
- The laft article on which we (hall compare 
■the Rival Hiftorians is Compbfition; or Style* 
•The Style of Dr.Robertfon met, at firft, with 
the encomiums of the many, who believe 

without 
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£ without * ; examination,' and admire without 
* reafon. : After being flibmitted to the fiery 
trial of clfiticifav it is <J Covered to be me-> 
r chanical, unehafte, arid poor; ; 

) \ „; .- . • 1 . .;... ..1.. . 

The intention of* labguage is to unfold 

: thought; and ftvta ought to vary according 

to the fubjedfc The antieritS, whom "we fnuft 

ft ill confefs to be our piafters in almoft every 

thing, had,.ftyles adapted and appropriated 

to ev^ry object of literature... Dr^Robert- 

fon never varies /his manner of Writing. 

Whether .he draws the. chatter of a Scottish 

Queen, or an Italian Fidler 5 . whether he 

deicribes the fall of a Kingdom, or the rife 

t of th£*fcovenartt • it is in. the fame ibnorous 

periods, and with the fame pomp and parade 

of inflated diflion. A giant may move with 

-eafe as well as dignity: but h$that k Walks 

* on ftilts, muft ftruj with a ftiff, as well as 

an uniform pace; 

His Style i? unchafte as well as mepha- 
' nical. He is a total ftranger to that Simpli- 
city whicSh Is the bafis of ornament; and 
knows not the foft grotind that fets of? flow;- 
ers to Advantage, He Attempts to dazzfe, 
not to fill the eye 5 and would rathdr pleafe 
'the ear by a harmonious period, than con* 
vey inftrudtion to the mind. He never for- 
gets 
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,, gets that he is making fentences ; nor tefcs 
fight of himfelf, even when he celebrates 
the beauty of Mary. He always attempts 
to fliine, and gilds obje&s that he ought 
only to defcribe. His Style is not elegant, 
hut gaudy ; not beautiful, but beautified. 
The following verfes of Pope characterise 
forcibly his manner of writing* 

" Falfc eloquence, like the prifmatic glafe, 
Its gaudy colours fp reads an every place | 
The face of Nature we no more fnrvey, 
All glares alike without diftio&ton -gpj $ 
.Expreflion is the drefs of thought, -and ftill 
Appears more decent as more fuitable ; 
A vile coricek in pompous words «preifc 
^ Is like a -down in regal purple dveft^ 

JFor different ftyles-with different fubj4fefort, 
As feveral garbs with country, town, and court. 19 

To conclude, the Style of Dr. Robertfon 
is poor. Without that glowing and fertile 
imagination, which, by new refemblances 
of ideas and combinations of language, fup- 
plies a fund of ever-changing, :but ever beau- 
tiful modes of expreffion, He ranfacks the 
beaten tracks of imagery, and runs , the 
round of tropes and metaphors, that have 
been handed down from author to author 
fince the beginning of the world. " The 
current and the torrent ; the ftorm and the 

calm.j 
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calm; clouds and darknefs, and rays and 
beams of light •" all fuch metaphors as have 
been fandtified by time, and by the uninter- 
rupted ufage of two thoufand years, we 
meet with almoft in every page ; but the 
lettered eye never marks a (ingle image that 
comes from a creative mind, that is original 
or new. Pope's metaphor of the prifmatic 
glafs will again aid us in defcribing this 
author. — He fpreads gaudy colours all around 
him, but colours only that are borrowed. 

The Style of Dr. Stuart is chafte, anima- 
ted, (imple, and grand. It varies with the 
fubjedt; and joins elegance to propriety. 
He defpifes the rhetorical tricks that capti- 
vate vulgar ears ; he fcorns the meretricious 
beauties that allure vulgar eyes ; and, in a 
(train of affedting, but mafculine eloquence, 
he enlightens the underftanding, and touches 
the heart. 

Dr. Robertfon writes to the many ; Dr. 
Stuart to the few. The former fcatters pro- 
fufely the figures and flowers of falfe rheto- 
ric ; the latter employs the noble drains of 
true and unadulterated oratory. The one is 
a painted artificial image that may allure 
for a time ; the other is a natural beauty 
that will charm for ever. 

II. A 
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II. 



^Literary Picture of Dr. Robert- 
son, in a contracted Oppoftiion with the 
celebrated Mr. Hume. 



Qgi dedit hbc bbdic, eras, fi volet, aufcrct: lit, fi 
Detulerit fafces indigoo, dctrahct idem. 
Pone, racum eft, inquir. Pono, triftifque recedd. ' 

Hoxat. 



THERE is a good forttme in letters as 
well as in life ; and authors as well 
as men often rife to an eminence which does 
not belong to them. When the whole 
chriftian world, forgetting its charity, looked 
out for a rival to Hume, they found one in 
the very bofpm of the church. Dr. Robert- 
fon gave his Hiftory of Scotland to the public. 
This incident was capricious; and he was in- 
debted to it for the higheft popularity. He 
addretied himfelf to the multitude at the 
mod favourable moment 5 and his abilities 
were courtly and engaging. The flattery 
of panegyric was exhausted, and abufed. It 
was faid, that Mr. Hume had found not only 
a rival, but a fuperior. The philofophic 

Hifto- 
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Hiftorian was forgot, for a time, in the re* 
(pe& that was paid to an orthodox and 
flowery Narrator, The palm of hiftory was 
fnatched in hafte from his hand. Sagacity, 
reff aacb* afii ^g^iw^ r ^l^t^dc ton g|* 
nitqr^and drejfe .^ w& ia^ejauity and gpius 
gave way to gaudy painting?, ancl gaftioies 
for children. 

Bfcfe tfar nfwttift^ whibH w fifeidfep, 
is often tewgojar^ and ^teriflbblc^ wlwjle 
that. which advances by degrees and under 
oppofition, is almoft always lading and du- 
rably. Whcffvtha f "Sgvitxo^ fcajf tf *f« ^fijjft*. 
ptibli(hed;ia FrajiiWaJt aUr^e/i no notion 
I*. was mcc^e^ that awfc;q$ fwife iliwld 
mediate ite nsraic, , and. pf onoqqce their de- 
ciftoa, In tweptjf yews the gemu^of Mom- 
tefquieur heg^ to$ be- uttdarftpfcd^ t<* bc*ad» 
mined, and- tq be iounortal, The awhor who 
is fhx>wy and: (hallow has af very different 
fate. He catches* *&:the very hour of pub- 
lusrtiom His celebrity i* at once: at it* 
height* and he ftwlbs over thcioapofing 
jpradfcctf hi* eafy and weU^reffcd Jafaottr^, 
But hi^ptaifp dips awa>ft.m the. mogfth* of. 
the vulgpr* While, the fturdy oak, rifes 
flowly to Hstgreatnefe. audi its honours, the 
tranfiWy; flowen glitfci* ia theifiiB^drocip*,, 

and 
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add periAcs. The dying Home foretold 
his hurtling fame. The living Robertfon 
bewails hi* decaying reputation. 

In the works of the one you perceive 
the moft momentous weightinefs of matter, 
the utmoft depth of penetration, and the 
profoundeft erudition. In thofe of the 
other, you are amufed with prettinefs; and 
romance : you defidcrate nerves, blood, and 
fpirit. You give a willing admiration to 
Hume ; you are difpofed to be pleafed with 
Robertfon.' The one forces you to colled 
aH your powers and all your attention. The 
other tickles your fancy, and 'charms you to 
idltnefs. The ftrength of the former is 
commanding; the foftnefe of the latter 
allures. Hume is grave, fevcre, and fub- 
Ikne; Robertfon is fmiling, popular, and 
plaufible. The one is a philofopher, and a 
hiftorian; the other a fophift and a rheto- 
rician. 

Robertfon is rich in promifes and magni- 
ficent in apparatus ; but his writings difap - 
point all the fair hopes that are brought to 
their perufal. The powers of his under- 
standing nowhere inftrudfc us. His (hallow 
and indolent intellect, unenlightened by 

philc- 
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philofophy, and uqdifturbed with fcience, 
cannot prcferycrtfelf From, error, even when; 
furveying the furface of objedts. His in-; 
duftry, though painful, is not connected with 
knowledge ; his elegance, though confide- 
rable* is ,di^g rac ?d by^affedtatipni and his^ 
arrangements, though laboured, are deficient 
in arr, correctness, and confiftency. His 
matter is hedic v with weakneis, and fickly 
with languor; and the purple and. the er- 
mine in which it is arrayed, cannot conceal 
its infirmity and nothingnefs. 

In the abfence of the talent of inven* 
tion, and of any adtive power of reflection, 
Roberffon difepvers the unequivocal charac* 
teriftics of the common compofer. He has 
c no words that breathe, no thoughts that 
burn/ He can get no affiftance at hotpe. 
He goes abroad to ranfack every corner for 
the materials of his mimetic fabricks. 
Crouching in the trammels of authority, and 
feeming to contemn them, he adopts with- 
out a btufh other men's fen timents and ob- 
servations, often ignorant of their utility and 
value ; but always ftrenuous to give thero 
the embelliftiment of drefs, and the un- 
meaningnefs of declamation. Not infenfi* 
ble himfelf to his want of originality, he 

even 
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even injudiciQufly expdfes' the defed hy 
induftrioufly attempting to conceal it. Hq 
affeds to place fads in new lights $ hd af- 
feds to draw charaders with new colours. 
But go to his hiftoric predepeflbrs, confult 
the vouchers to which he is too prudent tq 
appeal ; and you are fomewhat fcandalized 
to meet with his new. lights, and his new 
colours. The trick, indeed, impofes upon 
the fupinenefs of ignorance, and makea it 
itare, and gape, and wcmder. But, it is more 
than loft with the learned. They anticipate 
the artifice, and defpife it. No bloflbras of 
a new fpring, no fruits of a new autumn, 
gladden their fight, or folace their palate. , t 

To weigh with (kill the degrees of pro- 
bability and evidence, to dive into the views 
and the artifices of parties, to perceive the . 
ftrength and the foibles of adqrs, to catch 
the truth while it floats in uncertainty, to 
keep an even and afteady courfe, undiverted 
and undeceived by the prejudices, the pa£ 
lions, and the caprices of preceding hiftorians 
and his own, are achievements far beyond 
his utmofl: reach. He is fond pf fyftem ; 
but he cannot attain it He is fond of phi- 
lofophy; but he faints in the purfuit of its 
(hadow. Caufation and effect are bis Scylfy 

D and 
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and Charybdis. XVhen he reafons, all hi* 
cunning forlakes him : he pods and wan* 
ders from contradi&ion to abfurdity. In 
his folicitude to offend no party, the eye of 
difcernment discovers the habits of felfifhriefs, 
or the meannefs of adulation. In the 
uniform propagation of high principles of 
toonarchy, the mod fimple recognize the 
adorer of prerogative and the worlliipper of 
a penfion. In the habitual fearch after a 
finenefs of motive to • which to impute the 
conduct of ftatefmen, there are perceivable 
an affe&ed knowledge of the world, and 
the decifive, proofs of a monkifli ignorance 
of its concerns. 

* But the more candid friends of this hifto- 
rian are ready enough to give up his matter. 
They allow that he has no pretentions of 
any kind to genius, and that his judgment 
is not that of a great matter. It is his com- 
pofition that they extol ; and his tafte is, 
doubtlefs, the happieft feature of his mind. 
Yet even here criticifm, without being anxi- 
ous or fevere, may exert with fuccefs the 
province of correction. His tone is elevated; 
but it is uniform. One key is ftruck, anci 
the ear is fatigued with eternal reverberations 
of the fame found. The note is mufical 
u - and 
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and foft ; but being ineeflantly repeated, it 
is the more difgufting upon account of its 
fweetnefs. Its merit a&s againft itfelf. A 
femenefs of phfafeology correfponds with' 
this identity of cadence, grid augments its 
fleepy infipidity. The former defedt is to 
be traced to^n untutored car; the latter is 
the evident effefl: of a limited fkill in the 
grammatical art, and of the want of erudition. 
For varied and artificial conftrudtions, which 
coriftitute the harmony of comppfition, re-> 
quire a knowledge in the philofophy of 
grammar ; and the endlefs multiplicity of vo- 
cables, which diverfify the writings of the 
moft finifhed compofers, are the refult of an 
extend ve acquaintance with the dead and the 
living tongues. Now thefe advantages were 
never imputed to this author, even by the 
partiality of frjendfhip, or the impudence 
of flattery. While the ability, however, 
of cultivated fcholars turns away with difguft 
from the unvaried and monotonous ftrudture 
of his periods and di&ion, this deficiency 
afFe&s not the multitude. The great .mafs 
of the people are infinitely delighted both 
•with hrs manner and his expreflion. His ele- 
gance is even the more alluripg to them, for 
being imperfect and effeminate. They are 
melted with his' languor, and in raptures 

with 
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with his tinfch Circumlocution, epithet, 
antithesis, and oftentation, engage completely 
their afFe&ions; and women and children 
ftill purfue the* glittering butterfly. The 
jewels arc very pretty, indeed, and have a 
dazzling lufti;e j but they are deceitful, and 
falfe. Like the trefles and the paint of the 
courtezan, they draw the youthful and 
unwary ; and like them, too, they cover a 
body rotten at the core, tottering with fragi- 
lity, and putid with difeafe. 

Thefe remarks are not made without 
thought, or at random \ and it is pot i« 
their diredt meaning only that they have 
their ufe. Convert them all into their 
oppofites, turn to the oth^r fide of the 
medal, colled their antipodes j and yojut N 
have a juft and corredt pi&ure of the ac- 
complished and unrivalled Hume. Ro^ 
bertfon is a puny ft ream lofing itfelf in its 
mud 5 Hume is the voice of hiftory fpeak- 
ing to ages, and living in the eternity of 
time. Impofture and learning, genius and 
the want of it, cannot long be confounded* 
The operations of caprice and party are 
paffing, and tranfient. Truth and juftice ever 
vindicate their rights. The approbation of 
the feled few is immortality. The applaur 

fes 
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fes of the giddy many are flattering and 
1 ominous. The fame of Hume is ever to 
grow in its brightncfs. That of Robertfon, 
like the flame expiring in the focket, haftens 
to its diflblution. His admirers among the 
clergy of Scotland, have waited long for his 
apotheofis, like the Jews for their Mefliah. 
A more melancholy tafk now employs their 
humanity. They try to footh the peevifli- 
nefs of their defponding idol, hold up to it 
the milk of adulation, and, vainly credulous, 
think to fit to its itching brows the reluctant 
and uncomplying laurel. 
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